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What we do







	

Vision










Our vision is a thriving world in which climate change is no longer a problem.
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Creating a circular economy


	

Tackling climate change























	

Our services







	

Business voluntary agreements


	

Citizen behaviour change


	

Grants and investments


	

Policy and insights


	

Technical support























	

Where we work







	

Africa


	

Asia-Pacific


	

Europe


	

The Americas
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UK


	

Wales























	

Who we work with







	

Farmers and growers


	

Hospitality and food service


	

Local authorities


	

Manufacturers


	

National government and departments


	

Non-government organisations


	

Packaging producers


	

Retailers and brands


	

Textiles producers and designers


	

Trade associations


	

Waste management and reprocessors
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Food










Transforming the global food system

Food production and consumption are responsible for around 30% of global carbon emissions.



Work with us













	

Initiatives







	

Courtauld Commitment 2030


	

Food Waste Reduction Roadmap


	

Courtauld 2030 Water Roadmap


	

Guardians of Grub


	

Australia Food Pact


	

FLAWLESS


	

Pacific Coast Food Waste Commitment























	

Actions







	

Food waste reduction


	

Date labelling


	

Food redistribution


	

Water stress reduction


	

Greenhouse gas emissions reduction


	

Citizen behaviour change























	

Resources







	

Key resources


	

Reports


	

Guides


	

Case studies


	

Tools


	

The Courtauld Commitment 2030 Milestone Report 2023




























	

Plastics










Transforming the global plastic packaging value chain

11 million tonnes of plastic waste enters our oceans every year. Urgent action is required globally to tackle the scourge of plastic waste.
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Initiatives







	

Global Treaty to End Plastic Pollution


	

The Plastics Pact Network


	

Collaborative partnerships


	

UK Plastics Pact
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Plastic bags and wrapping


	

Reuse and refill


	

Eliminating problem plastics


	

Designing for recyclability


	

Citizen behaviour change
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Key resources


	

Reports


	

Guides


	

Case studies


	

Tools


	

The UK Plastics Pact Annual Report 2022-23
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Changing the way that textiles and clothing are bought, used and re-used.

Reducing the impact for people and planet.



Help us take action
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Textiles 2030


	

Textiles Action Network
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Circular design for fashion and textiles


	

Circular business models for fashion and textiles


	

Closing the loop on materials in fashion and textiles


	

Consumer behaviour
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Key resources


	

Reports


	

Guides


	

Case studies


	

Tools


	

Textiles 2030 Annual Progress Update 2022/23




























	

Collections & Recycling










Creating world-leading waste and resource systems

Work with us to manage resources efficiently and minimise waste by shifting towards a more circular economy.
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Strategy and support







	

Policy and insights for government


	

Consistency in collection systems


	

Markets and materials


	

Technical support
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Commercial waste


	

Communications guidance


	

Household Waste Recycling Centres


	

Re-use and waste prevention


	

Recycling in urban areas
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Tackling contamination
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Key resources
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Case studies


	

Tools


	

Webinars




























	

Citizen Campaigns







	

Recycling
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Recycle Week
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Reports
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Campaign assets


	

All resources
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NEW

Taking action on the climate crisis

How the food, plastics and textiles industries are tackling the climate crisis, and how to join them.


Read the reports
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Our vision


	

Our Plan


	

Our history and impact
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Careers at WRAP







	

Our vacancies


	

Our benefits
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Life at WRAP


























Join the team

At WRAP we want to change the world.

We need passionate team members to help take on the world. Everyone at WRAP plays their part; our people are our most valuable asset.



Explore our vacancies
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This report provides extensive details about household food and drink waste including detailed reasons about why it is thrown away, the size of individual instances of waste and the proportion of food left in packaging. 





Updated Household Food Waste Figures

For the most up-to-date information on household food and drink waste in the United Kingdom, including estimates on quantity and types of waste, reasons for discarding, financial costs, and greenhouse gas emissions, please refer to the Household Food and Drink Waste in the United Kingdom 2021/22.

Note that the product focus report contains additional analysis currently not published using 2021/22 data, such as data on Individual instances of waste and the proportion of food left in packaging – for such analyses, please continue to use the data in this report. 

Key points

	2 million tonnes of household food is discarded because it is not ‘used in time’, half of which is thrown away whole or in unopened packaging, costing consumers around £2.4bn a year
	In a third of cases, passing a date label triggered disposal, while foods judged by consumers to have ‘gone off’ before they could be eaten (mouldy, stale etc.) were responsible for most of the remaining 1.3 million tonnes

Overview

In November 2013, WRAP published Household Food and Drink Waste in the UK 2012, which quantified the amounts, types and reasons for food being wasted from UK households.

As part of that research, two datasets were collected that included details of what was wasted from individual households in addition to information from questionnaires relating to characteristics of those households. One dataset originated from diary based research and the second from compositional analysis of household waste (conducted with informed consent).

Although a large amount of information was published in that previous report, there were additional analyses that could be performed on these datasets to yield information useful to those working to reduce household food waste.

This report presents details of the types and state of food thrown away: for instance, it includes whether items were packed, whether this packaging was opened and, where it was thrown away in its packaging, how much was left in the pack. The distribution of size of instances of waste is also presented. There is also detailed information on why food is thrown away and which meals are associated with the most waste. These insights will help WRAP and its partners develop more effective ways to help people waste less food. In particular, they highlight how sharing best practice between food categories could lead to significant waste reductions. Three recommendations are:

	Provide a range of competitively-priced pack sizes with clear on-pack guidance on storage and freezing;
	Continue to communicate what ‘use by’ and ‘best before’ mean, whilst ensuring they are correctly applied and set to be as long as possible;; and
	Accelerate the roll out, and increase public awareness, of the ‘freeze before date mark’ label (replacing ‘freeze on day of purchase’).





Download files

By downloading resources you are agreeing to use them according to our terms and conditions.

These files may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.
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WRAP-Kitchen-Diary-2012-Final-Low-Res.pdf

PDF, 1.23 MB



Download
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WRAP-Product-focused report v5_3.pdf

PDF, 4.19 MB



Download
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The Waste and Resources Action Programme (which operates as WRAP) is a registered UK Charity No.1159512.

Registered office at Second Floor, Blenheim Court, 19 George Street, Banbury, Oxon, OX16 5BH.


WRAP is an EU registered trade mark. Our terms & conditions include details of this and of WRAP’s other registered trade marks.







 






